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INVENTIONS in the arts of peace and 
war are tested by experiments, from 
the submarine telegraph to the sewing 
machine, in the one; from the Enfield rifle to 
the iron-plated vessel, in the other; and wheif 
fairly tried, if found efficient, each finds its place 
in national arrangements or private enterprise. 

The Gospel, coming to us with higher pi$en- 
sions and for holkr ends, if not immediately wel- 
comed, ittaf surely claim from the most cautious 
and "atair of heart Ho ^believe" similar fairness 
and good sense in dealing with its benficent pro- 
posals. ' t" 

This littit book is written to $et forth briefly 
some proofs in and from actual experiments- M 
the truth of the gospel. Without professing te 
be a full or formal discussion of the subject, it is 
hoped >that it may be useful to various clafese*; 
JiricL especially to thoughtful inquirers, whether 
the^causes of their doubt and indecision be chiefly 
Without or within ; an# also to young believers, 
for confirming their faith in the Lord J$sus. 
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TRIED AND TRUE. 




|HE AGE is eminently practical. It 
is so in both the sacred and the 
secular. Speculation, it is true, 
is still rife in the world of mind ; and 
theories, whether weak, or wild, or truly 
wise, have their advocates and disciples. 
Men of ability and culture are ready to 
mislead into a sceptical rationalism without 
a personal Christ; or to a personal Christ 
denuded of what makes him most glorious 
and precious; or to superstitious ob- 
servances that soothe the conscience with- 



6 INTRODUCTION. 

out conversion ; or mere conjectures or 
sophisms dignified with the name of science; 
and they find their followers amongst those 
who are ready to welcome whatever may 
form a plausible excuse for setting aside 
an explicit and authoritative revelation from 
the living God. Nevertheless, to a large 
extent, men are seeking to know the true, 
the real, and the divine. 

The kind of proof most in repute is the 
experimental ; and, happily, it is applicable 
not only to matters of material and merely 
temporary interest, but also to those of 
paramount importance — the spiritual and 
eternal. 

The gospel comes to us as a proclama- 
tion from the King of kings well attested ; 
but as it reveals a remedy for an existing 
malady; and as it proposes an immediate 
application, and promises immediate and 
ascertainable results, it is capable of being, 
and has actually been, tested by experi- 
ments. 
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To evince the trutn of the gospel there 
are different directions in which proof may- 
be led terminating in conclusions separately 
clear and mutually confirmatory. The 
main lines are obviously two : — 

We may either take the Book — the 
Word — and prove its divine inspiration 
from its amply sufficient evidences, internal 
and external 

Or, on the other hand, we may take the 
Results — the Work — and comparing what 
the gospel has actually done with what 
it professed to accomplish, we may find 
proofs equally clear that this gospel is 
divine. 

The latter — the experimental line of 
proof — is that on which I invite you to 
accompany me for a little, seeking, if need 
be, to awaken and bring into play in the 
reader somewhat of the shrewdness and 
sagacity, the energy and earnestness, that 
mark the ongoings of society on secular 
lines of research or industry. 



It 



Common (Srotmir. 




| HE positions of readers may be far 
asunder in regard to this matter, 
— so far that we cannot, strictly 
speaking, occupy common ground. Never- 
theless some basis must be discovered, which 
would meet at least with a general con- 
currence, on which to proceed in our 
reasonings ; and this may be done, though 
imperfectly ; for, whilst the unrenewed soul 
is destitute of truly spiritual light, yet in 
the intimations of conscience, and the ex- 
ercise of common sense, believers may find 
many a point of contact with those who 
have no clearer light than that of reason, 
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or, it may be, a merely intellectual know- 
ledge of the word of God. 

The experimental evidences are logically 
divided into two kinds, — the direct or 
immediate, and the indirect or reflex; or, 
evidences in and from experience. The 
subjects of the experiment have both, others 
only the latter. 

This inquiry is one for ALL, — for the 
subjects of the experiment that, if faith be 
weak, it may be confirmed; or, if strong, 
that provision may be made of suitable 
ammunition for the day of battle, when 
Satan may afflict the town of Mansoul with 
his army of Doubters. We also invite the 
attention of those who have not been 
subjects of this experiment. Is any boldly 
sceptical or coldly indifferent? Look at 
what the gospel has actually done. Let 
coldness and cavilling give place to inquiry. 
But others are really anxious to know the 
truth though walking in darknesa You 
feel that the subject is just what you want. 
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Now I ask at the outset every reader 
to concur in the following propositions : — 

I. God is wise, just, and beneficent 
This can be proved from the works of 
creation, the ways of Providence, and the 
voice of Conscience, apart from the Bible 
altogether; and no thoughtful man can 
deny this proposition without a protest 
arising against him in his own bosom. 

II. Man labours under a moral malady, 
his mind darkened, his conscience burdened, 
his will and affections perverted by sin. 
Here I appeal to each one's conscious- 
ness and observation, for everywhere, 
in heart and home, in all ages and 
all lands the proofs of this are but too 
abundant 

III. AU religions, except Christianity, 
have failed an remedies. They do not, 
indeed, profess to meet our real case of 
guilt, depravity, and misery; and at all 
events they have been so inefficacious that, 
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generally at least, they have only aggra- 
vated the evils that defile and afflict our 
fallen race. 

IV. Christianity professes to be a divine 
remedy, enlightening the mind, unburden- 
ing the conscience, rectifying the will, and 
purifying the heart and life. 

V. and finally. If Christianity be 

SUCCESSFUL WHEN FAIRLY TRIED, IT MUSI 
BE TRUE, AND ITS ORIGIN DIVINE. 

These propositions are so put that they 
may be adopted not only by those who 
admit, but also by those who doubt or 
even deny the claims of the Gospel of Christ 

Thus we have common ground for obser- 
vation and reasoning, and the question 
under discussion is simply the success or 
failure of the gospel experiment. 






III. 
%m <&tpximtnt 

m 

the subjects of the experiment I 
mean all real believers in Christ; 
— excluding not only those who 
doubt or deny the Bible revelation, but 
also those who yield to it a merely formal 
or cold assent; and embracing only those 
to whom Christianity has become a press- 
ing, personal reality, and a penetrating, 
transforming, and regulative power. 

To illustrate, I shall take a case, but 
describing it so as to be applicable to tens 
of thousands of experimenta I do so 
purposely, though aware that divested of 
the colouring of circumstances, it loses 
somewhat by its want of individuality. 
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The sinner, for the gospel is only for 
such, may have been previously ignorant 
or intelligent, reputable or profligate, it is 
all one to our argument. Some Bible 
truth flashes into his mind with unusual 
power, and a slumbering conscience awakes. 
Scripture statements regarding his guilt, 
depravity, and danger are confirmed by 
the records of memory, the testimony of 
consciousness, and the voice of that long 
unheeded monitor within who now echoes 
the denunciations of righteous wrath as 
well as the demands of a holy law. The 
man trembles under the burden, and is 
agonized by the bitterness of his sins. He 
has no excuse to offer, no palliations to 
plead; or, if he has, they are soon found 
to be irrelevant or untrue. Had the 
charge been external merely, though pro- 
fessing to come from God, he might venture 
to plead "Not guilty ;" but the dark in- 
dictment is countersigned by his conscience, 
and acquittal or escape seem equally im- 
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possible. Inflexible justice is near, and its 
sword is in the hand of Omnipotence. He 
stands a trembling criminal under the 
penetrating eye of an offended Sovereign 
and righteous Judge; and he needs no 
historical or miraculous evidence to prove 
.the integrity of the record. 

Mark the miserable position of this sin- 
convicted soul. Behind him he sees, as 
he reflects on his past life, a dark line of 
transgressions. Within him the "heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked." On the one hand, he beholds 
Sinai and the curses of its broken law; 
and on the other, Golgotha with its despised 
cross ; above, the portentous cloud of 
divine wrath; and beneath him a slippery 
precipice and a " bottomless pit." He is 
filled and encircled by terrors. Revelation, 
reason, and conscience, as with one voice, 
condemn him. The retrospect is one of 
guilt, his position full of peril, the pros- 
pects stretching into a dark eternity over- 
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whelming ; and he sees, feels, confesses that 
all the Bible tells him is true, real, and 
righteous, not only under the excitement of 
sudden alarm, but also in intervals of calm 
and clear reflection. 

Thus far the sinner believes, partly be- 
cause the Bible tells him what he knew of 
himself, though previously unheeded; and 
partly also from the echoes of conscience 
as the word " quick and powerful " enters 
the soul. There may be no formal or 
deliberate reasoning. The conclusion is 
resistless as it is rapid, — this Word tells 
me truth which only the Omniscient can 
know, it is, it must be from God ! 

Again, the Bible speaks, and the sinner 
listens. Danger is imminent, but deliver- 
ance is near. In the interval self-righteous 
efforts may have been made to obtain relief; 
but they have miserably failed to satisfy 
the understanding, pacify the conscience, 
or purify the heart. He finds two in- 
superable hindrances — guilt he cannot 
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atone for, and depravity lie cannot subdue. 
The moral perfections of Jehovah, and his 
own moral pollution, appear to render re- 
conciliation impossible. B ut now the gospel 
remedy is revealed. He heholds the 
" Mediator between God and man," Him- 
self the God-man — a Daysman who can lay 
His hand upon us both. Suddenly or 
gradually the scheme of divine grace is 
unfolded, and the glory of the cross is seea 
Divine justice appears more inflexible, and 
man's sin more hateful than ever, for the 
guilt of the one being imputed to the great 
Substitute, the sword of the other was 
bathed in His bosom. 

The law appears more awful and honour- 
able than ever as we see its demands all 
met, and its penalties all inflicted and ex- 
hausted, when the suffering Saviour dies. 
Infinite love flows freely to the guilty in a 
righteous channel The divine attributes 
are all displayed in beautiful harmony. 
Provision is made not only for a free par- 
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don, but alsfr for immediate justification, 
and cordial acceptance by God, on the 
ground of the finished atonement and per- 
fect righteousness of the Lord Jesus, and 
for the renewal of man's nature by the 
divine Spirit. Infinite wisdom is manifest 
in the wondrous plan. The Bible is 
shedding the light of the best part of its 
internal evidences into the soul; and the 
experimental immediately succeeds and sup- 
plements it. The sinner believes and lives. 
It is eternal life begun. He believes : — How 
can he do otherwise? The gospel wears on 
every feature the lineaments of truth ; and it 
offers, with a divine-like generosity, precisely 
what he wants. Conscience is now pacified, 
his guilt is gone, his fears have fled, and his 
soul is filled with "joy unspeakable/' 

Thus the sinner's felt wants find their 
counterpart in the gospel offer. The adap- 
tation is so clear and complete that the 
soul, enlightened and renewed by the Holy 
Ghost (whose agency I shall more fully 

(63) g 
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notice as we advance), recognises the gos- 
pel's perfect fitness and Divine origin ; and, 
in this hearty recognition and acceptance, 
its integrity and its power are at once 
tested. The experiment is successful, and 
the subject of it can no more doubt the 
truth of Christianity than the man rescued 
from a horrible pit, and placed on the rock, 
can doubt his deliverance ; or a lame man 
leaping as a hart can question his cure, or 
his physician's skill. 

A new career and new conflicts have 
commenced, and experimental evidences 
multiply. He may not think of evidences 
at all as such. Christ is to him " all in 
all," "the Way, the Truth, and the Life;" 
and Christianity seems to him to need no 
defence and no apology. In this he is 
partly right, for to him it has brought its 
noblest demonstration — it has made him a 
new and a happy man ; yet partly wrong, 
for we live in a world of gainsayers, and by 
and by he may himself be sorely tempted. 
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Meanwhile, if he seeks for no evidences, it 
is because, translated "into marvellous 
light," they are so abundant. It is now 
^noon-day, why these tapers ? The Sun fills 
his soul with its radiance ; and who but 
God can shine with such effulgence ? 

This great experiment is the beginning 
of a series — a life of Christian experience 
in which the believer finds many a confir- 
mation of the " beginning of his confidence,'* 
as he marks the accordance between what 
the Bible predicts of the effects of a cordial 
reception of the gospel, with these effects 
personally realized. 

At first, as an awakened sinner, this man 
thought chiefly of safety ; but now he be- 
comes more or less deeply in earnest about 
an entire renovation of character. The 
work is already begun ; for sanctification 
commences in the hour of conversion. The 
will has been renewed, and has become loyal 
instead of rebellious, and the profoundest 
depths of this spirit have been stirred. 
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Though sin in some of its legion forms 
still lingers, its power is broken, whilst 
new and noble principles and motives begin 
to inspire the soul. He stands in new re- 
lations, and cherishes feelings unknown be- 
fore to God, to men, to sin, and to Satan. 
He is humbled under a sense of his own 
unworthiness, and yet consciously elevated 
to the honours and prospects of a child of 
God. Self-willed before, and yet a slave, 
he submits now to a higher will, and yet 
he is free. He discovers as he advances in 
the Christian course, countless harmonies 
with his Bible in answered prayers, inward 
conflicts, trials, consolations, victories, and 
in all the other commingling elements of 
his spiritual experience. Often he is per- 
plexed by the fulfilment before he re- 
members or discovers the text, so that after 
being cast down by a supposed singularity, 
he finds it all written in the book; and 
thus the very thing that shook his confi- 
dence, helps to make it the firmer. 
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The experiences of believers are in some 
things similar, but in others very unlike: 
There is both unity and diversity as in the 
other works of God. Here I have done little 
more than mark out the common charac- 
teristics. It is true that in all cases the 
distress may not be so deep, the steps of 
the process so clearly marked, and the joy 
so thrilling, as I have described ; but it is 
equally true that in some cases they are 
even more so, — that the actual history of 
many, with details of previous and subse- 
quent character, and the circumstances of 
their conversion, would be far more striking ; 
and that in all there is a like transition 
from darkness to light, from death to life, 
from the power of Satan to the favour and 
fellowship of God, — a transition which is 
the beginning of a training, brief or pro- 
longed, terminating in the common result 
of final perfection and common felicity — a 
home in heaven. 




IV. 

Jmnubxate (Ebifcaufc 

jHE question regarding the validity 
of the direct experimental evi- 
dence is of no small importance, 
for there are many who rest in it and know 
no other, excepting a part, more or less, of 
the internal objective evidence, that is, the 
Bible light, which, in revealing itself, re- 
veals its Author to the open eye, — a kind 
of evidence that is, in fact, the instrument 
of the great experiment.* Further, there 
are not a few whose intellects are satisfied 
by other evidences, whilst their hearts re- 
pose in this alone. The question has no 

* By internal-objective evidence I mean that which is fonnd in 
the book apart from external history or subsequent effects. Internal- 
subjective evidence is in the bosom— the felt effects of the word. 
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apparent urgency to the believer when in 
the full enjoyment of such experiences ; but 
it is otherwise when they are dimmed or 
withdrawn ; and, finally, the question is 
one of obvious interest apart from the ebb 
and flow of the Christian life. 

In the first place, it is surely a valid 
reason for believing what another says of 
me if his statements accord with what I 
know of myself, though I may not have 
reflected on it before ; and if such state- 
ments manifest a superhuman insight into 
my soul, coming to me as " a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart/' 
and professing to come from God, it is 
surely folly to deny or doubt The candid 
hearer of the faithful preacher now, as in 
earlier times, " is convinced of all, and 
judged of all ; and thus are the secrets of the 
heart made manifest, — and so, falling down 
on his face, he will worship God, and confess 
that God is in " the speaker, " of a truth." 

But, secondly, when labouring under a 

A 
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painful and complicated malady, and stand- 
ing a self-convicted criminal, a pardon is 
offered and a remedy presented completely 
meeting my miserable case, indicating 
marvellous wisdom and benevolence, and 
professing to come from God, it is surely 
reasonable to accept the pardon and the 
cure. And then when relieved, healed, and 
happy, it is simply impossible to doubt, save 
through the impertinent and distracting 
intrusion of a confused theology that would 
dim the lustre of free grace ; for the gospel 
has come to me " not in word only, but 
also in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance." 

Thirdly, A train of successive experi- 
ences, all in accordance with the Word of 
God, becomes a legitimate confirmation of 
a previously existing faith ; and whilst we 
are always to build on the Rock of Ages, 
the only foundation laid in Zion, these ex- 
periences furnish some of the materials for 
oar edification, — " gold, silver, \>xwk>\vs 
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stones," building up ourselves, as we are 
exhorted by Jude, * on our most holy 
faith." 

Finally, the Word, the gospel, is only 
the instrument. The Holy Ghost is the 
living, the divine agent, who conducts this 
whole experiment on the souls of men. 
This experimental proof, wherever the ex- 
periment is real, and not a merely human 
imitation, is from Him, and who will 
venture to question the veracity of the 
witness, or the validity of the proof? We 
have already seen that it is when the word 
comes " in power and in the Holy Ghost," 
that it comes also with " much assurance." 
This may appear to those who doubt or 
deny the gospel to be reasoning in a circle; 
but the argument here is not for such. I 
shall meet such by and by on our common 
ground already marked off. At present I 
speak to those who admit the truth of 
Christianity, but who are so enamoured 
with the external evidences that they are * 
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ready to question the independent suffi- 
ciency of the experimental 

Their validity being thus clearly estab- 
lished, I would now call your attention to 
their inestimable value. They have satisfied 
the minds of millions who knew no other, 
save those evidences in the Bible itself, 
which are necessarily intertwined with the 
experimental ; and all other evidences, 
without this, cannot conduct a single soul 
to a personal salvation. No other kind of 
proofs for the a Truth as it is in Jesus " has 
been so tortured and caricatured through 
the fanatical and hypocritical pretensions 
of professed friends, and the venomous 
ridicule and deliberate misrepresentations 
of the avowed enemies of Christianity. 
Nevertheless such is their value that with- 
out them one may be familiar with many 
of the doctrines, duties, and defences of 
Christianity ; and yet, at the last, wonder 
at his folly and perish in his sin ; whilst 
the simple believer who has not a tithe of 
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Lis knowledge, but has become the subject 
of the gospel experiment, and who can say, 
" One thing I know, that whereas I was 
blind now I see," will stand in his "lot at 
the end of the days," — his lot in the "in- 
heritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away," — the inheritance of 
all who, in believing the glorious gospel, 
become " heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ" 





V. 

JHEN the believer enjoys fully the 
direct evidence, he needs not for 
personal assurance any more ; but 
it is otherwise when he is disquieted by 
doubts from without or within. At such 
times he may fear lest his personal experi- 
ence be all delusive, and be tempted to 
doubt the gospel itsel£ Thus he is led to 
take a reflex view of his own experiences 
in order to ascertain whether they furnish 
any proof of truth in this revered book, or 
of reality in his own bosom. Or, in the 
enjoyment of full assurance and settled 
peace, he studies the whole circle of the 
evidences to confirm still more his confi- 
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dence, and to prepare for holding forth, as 
well as holding fast, the Word of life. 

I need not here enter folly into his line 
of investigation, as it will coincide with that 
marked out in the following chapter for 
the inquirer ; but it is important to observe 
the fact that there is a great difference in 
the competency of one who has undergone 
the experiment to estimate the proof which 
it furnishes, and that of the man, however 
intelligent, who has never felt in his own 
soul the power of the gospel. 

In regard to the external evidences, the 
unrenewed mind may, though it seldom 
does, appreciate all that is valuable in his- 
torical research confirmatory of the Bible 
record, in the more marked fulfilments of 
prophecy, and in the miraculous and monu- 
mental pillars of the faith ; but it is other- 
wise with the internal evidences in their 
two branches, — the internal-objective, or 
the evidence in the word ; and the inter- 
nal-subjective — in the, beUemug fcwx\»* ^S^a. 
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inquirer, in reading the Word, may, indeed, 
discern, intellectually, indications of wisdom 
and holiness in its laws, as well as sublimity 
in its poetry, or beauty in its narratives ; 
but its real glory is hidden, since that is 
spiritually discerned, and he is spiritually 
blind. He may admire some of the jewels 
that adorn the casket ; but he accounts the 
Cross, the key to its hidden treasures, to be 
but foolishness ; and, until he learns that 
this cross is the " Wisdom of God," he can- 
not know " the unsearchable riches." The 
inquirer has a similar disadvantage with the 
internal-subjective evidence, or proofs from 
the gospel experiment. He may appreciate 
some of the external results of a personal 
Christianity, and may even penetrate in 
part into the mental processes ; but he can- 
not fully understand the believer's peace, 
his joy, his new aims and motives, his com- 
munion with God, and the conflict between 
the flesh and the spirit. His eye may mark 
the outlines, but it cannot discern the more 
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delicate shades of the beauties of holiness. 
Besides the subjects of the experiment being 
still imperfect, others are apt to attribute 
their faults to other causes than the real 
one ; and thus, from the commingling of 
conflicting elements, it is difficult, especially 
where there is any disposition to cavil or 
tendency to scepticism, to keep clear the 
real basis of the argument. 

Believers, even when faith is feeble, have 
a great advantage in regard to both these 
kinds of internal evidence, — in the instru- 
ment of the experiment — the "Word ; and 
in the subject of the experiment — the soul. 
The former enters the soul as a divine 
light, and produces immediate results, one 
of which is a power of spiritual discern- 
ment. The two kinds of evidence are very 
closely connected. They mutually supple- 
ment, strengthen, multiply, and illustrate 
each other. 

"When the believer calmly reviews his 
own spiritual history, com\rad\y^ \V» -saSS*. 
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that of others, and with the sacred Word, 
he is much confirmed by those harmonies 
which indicate, on the one hand, a super- 
human wisdom in the adaptations of an 
objective faith to our complicated nature ; 
and, on the other, the co-operation of a 
superhuman ancl holy agent ; so that the 
indirect evidence from experience is as 
conclusive to his calm, clear judgment as 
the direct was resistless when it had all 
the certainty of an intuition, 





VL 

proofs fax %a. 

|ET us now fall back on our common 
ground, and especially on the last 
of the five propositions formerly 
noticed, which was as follows : — If Chris- 
tianity, as a remedial scheme for our moral 
maladies, be successful,-— enlightening the 
mind, pacifying the conscience, and purify- 
ing the heart, — it is true, and its origin is 
Divine. 

The negative is taken boldly by the 
gainsayer, who contends that the light is 
or may be false, the peace delusive, and the 
purity unreal 

I adopt the affirmative, in crdex WvfcSv- 

(68) 3 
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cate a line of argument to prove that the 
gospel, where it has been really received, — 
that is, where the experiment has been 
fairly tried, — has been successful ; that it 
has produced the fruits of holiness ; and 
that, its results being real and abundant, 
the peace must be well founded, and the 
light from heaven. 

Let the earnest inquirer judge between 
us, judge for himself, in a matter that con- 
cerns him in time and for eternity. I can 
do little more here than offer a few hints 
for the investigation. 

The first step might be to examine care- 
fully a few well-authenticated examples of 
the gospel experiment from Christian bio- 
graphy, — cases differing as far as possible 
in circumstances, talents, and previous his- 
tory, in whom the transition in its inner 
processes and external effects are clearly 
marked, — cases in which fanaticism can 
scarcely be suspected, and such as are 
admitted by friends and foes to be repre- 
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sentative Christians. Look at Paul the 
persecutor, transformed into the prince of 
apostles ; or Augustine, a profligate youth, 
into one of the best of bishops ! See 
Martin Luther, the monk at his penances, 
a miserable sinner ; and see him through 
grace the heroic reformer ! Take Bunyan, 
the swearing tinker, and mark the effect of 
" grace abounding," as it gives him peace, 
leads him into liberty, and consecrates his 
genius, whether in the pulpit or the prison, 
to *the gospel by which he became a new 
man ; or Wilberforce, brought from the 
giddy heights of the mountains of vanity 
to be a humble disciple of Jesus, and then 
labouring ever after in the two parts of his # 
life-work — to unfold the gospel to the view 
of myriads in an unbelieving age, and to 
liberate from slavery millions of his fellow- 
men. A subject of a different style was 
found in the accomplished minister of Kil- 
many, who, full of philosophy and science, 
and glowing with the fires of ^gsoaai^Va^ 
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never felt the power of the gospel which he 
had been ordained to preach. But when, 
in a time of affliction, he was led to con- 
template magnitudes scarcely realized be- 
fore — " the littleness of time and the great- 
ness of eternity" — he awoke and found 
himself a guilty sinner, the gospel came to 
him as God's remedy, and he became a new 
man and a new minister — illustrating that 
gospel with a fervour, a brilliancy, and a 
moral earnestness which made Thomas 
Chalmers second only to John Knox as a 
religious reformer in Scotland. 

These are but a small band from a great 
"cloud of witnesses" to the power of the 
# truth as it is in Jesus. Let these, and a 
few other well-selected cases, such as Colonel 
Gardiner, Hedley Vicars, Henry Havelock, 
&c, &c, be candidly examined as speci- 
mens, and it must be admitted that the 
efficacy of the gospel remedy has been 
clearly demonstrated. The inquirer, if 
thoroughly candid, would find here ample 
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proof both of the wise adaptation and in- 
visible agency already noticed. 

Thus prepared, let him take a wider 
range, though still dealing with representa- 
tive cases, of a multitude that no man can 
number. From Church history, Christian 
biography, and real life, let him summon 
witnesses from every age and country in 
Christendom, of all ranks — from peasants 
to princes ; of both sexes — from infancy to 
age ; of every conceivable variety of talent, 
education, temperament, occupation, and 
previous moral character, converted in dif- 
ferent circumstances, but rejoicing in one 
gospel. These will be found developed into 
a vast variety of characters animated by 
like principles, occupying many social posi- 
tions, exhibiting every form and hue of 
moral excellence, and entering every path 
of usefulness, — now tender, loving, peaceful, 
and anon courageous, intrepid, and com- 
manding; now simple, retiring, and child- 
like, and again manly, ^m\N%, wA ^fc- 
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rous ; but, however varied, always enno- 
bling and purifying, making the foolish wise, 
the feeble mighty, the sinner holy. 

Very numerous have been the tests by 
which the moral qualities of Christians 
have been tried, in private and public life, 
in poverty and wealth, in honour and dis- 
honour, among bond and free; and, making 
due allowances for human infirmity, and 
the remains of sin in believers, the result 
is decidedly in favour of the gospel. Count- 
less martyrs have sealed their testimony 
with their blood. No one has ever, we 
believe, been known to express, in the 
prospect of death, regret for havinjg been a 
Christian ; but myriads have died amongst 
friends and foes in perfect peace, and many 
have passed away in triumph ; whereas 
thousands of formalists, worldlings, and in- 
fidels have, at the close of life, amid the 
meltings of contrition or the agonies of re- 
morse, uttered the most bitter lamentations 
over their own unbelief and folly. 
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Passing from Christendom, we might 
follow the steps of the missionary to nearly 
every country in the world. The gospel 
has been proclaimed to the Greenlander 
and the Esquimaux, the savages of the 
southern seas, the Caffre and the Hottentot, 
the Hindu and the Mussulman, the Chinese 
and the simple Karens. Everywhere it has 
been received by few or many, and has 
proved itself to be " the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth." In 
the strange variety of its subjects, the re- 
sults have been uniformly " the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness," furnishing ample 
evidence from the vast field of missions 
that the gospel is the universal remedy, 
equally efficacious for men of every clime 
and colour. 

The effect of Christianity on society also 
confirms the argument. This may not 
belong to our theme if strictly limited, and 
yet in a larger view it does; for it is really 
experimental, showing W\fc ^tjAsvv^j dl^^ 
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leaven in the lump before that lump is*./* 
leavened. We have no space for tracing * 
at length the results on this qnd other 
lands of Europe, or marking the. contrasts 
between the present and the "times of 
ignorance," but only to cast A glance at the v 
present state of the world. Setting aside 
•Popery as Antichristian, and only acknow- ' 
ledging evangelical Christendom, the fol- 
lowing propositions may be safely main- 
tained : — 

1. In those countries in which Chris- 
tianity has become a force in society, but 
variable at different periods, the moral tone 
has been elevated in proportion to the 
breadth and intensity of the Christian in- 
fluence, and lowered by the prevalence of 
ignorance, indifference, or infidelity. 

2. Every important benevolent institu- 
tion may be traced to the direct or indirect 
influence of Christianity. 

3. In carrying out benevolent schemes, 
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i^ the most active and generous are generally 
. 1* earnest Christians. 



To confirm or illustrate these statements 
seems needless, as no intelligent honest 
man can well deny them. They are a 
generalization of facts, which all may know. 

To sum up :• — The gospel has been put 
to the proof by myriads of experiments, 
among many peoples, during eighteen cen- 
turies — not to go further back — amid in- 
veterate opposition and more dangerous 
perversions and counterfeits. It has tri- 
umphed over alL The experiments have 
been successful History is full of its 
authentic records, and the world is blessed 
by its living demonstrations. 
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|IEST OBJECTION.— The gospel 
has failed as a remedy for a dis- 
ordered world ; for sin and misery 
are still abounding in all lands. 

Answer. — It is true that the world's 
maladies are not yet healed; but the remedy 
is unknown by many, and rejected by others. 
The question is this — Has the experiment 
been successful when fairly tried I But 
the very fact on which the objection is 
founded accords with Bible predictions. 
Evil days, and men waxing worse and 
worse who reject the gospel, realize before 
us Bible predictions. "The time is not 
yet," bub it "hasieth greatly," when there 
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shall be a "new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. 

Second Objection. — We cannot try the 
experiment and then believe, as faith is 
required for the experiment. 

Answer. — This is true, and arises from 
the nature of the remedy. The objection 
might be a serious one if the gospel had no 
other evidences, — at least it would have 
been so when first announced ; but the 
evidences were ample to the first believers, 
and proofs have been multiplying ever since, 
so that the unbeliever is without excuse. 

Third Objection. — Many professing 
Christians are immoral, and others mani- 
fest no elevation of character. 

Answer. — This is also sadly true ; but 
these are merely nominal, not real Chris- 
tians. They heave not been subjects of the 
Christian experiment at all. They, in fact, 
so disregard the principles of Christianity 
as practically to disown it ; and therefore 
we are quite at liberty to ttaoTOtk flkerctv.. 
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Fourth Objection. — Even those whom 
believers would readily acknowledge have 
many moral imperfections. 

Answer. — This is likewise true ; but 
their faults can be accounted for from other 
causes, whilst their higher moral excellences 
are traceable to Christianity alone. None, 
indeed, are more ready than unbelievers to 
call their faults inconsistencies, except 
when the reverse serves a purpose ; show- 
ing that they are aware that the tendencies 
of Christianity are really towards holiness. 

Fifth Objection. — The Christian re- 
ligion has been the cause of many animo- 
sities, persecutions, and other evils. 

Answer. — This is not true. It may 
have been the occasion, but certainly not 
the cause. The causes are to be found in 
the pre-existing errors and corruptions with 
which it has to contend ; the depravity and 
hatred of wicked men ; sometimes it is 
admitted in the remaining imperfections of 
its real friends ; and often in the adherence 
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of fanatical, unsound, or insincere professors, 
who have never yielded themselves to the 
sanctifying power of the religion of Jesus. 
Such objections may be well met, and 
some of them withered up, by the words of 
a living poet : — 

" A little mind looketh on the lily with a microscopic eye, 

Eager and glad to spy oat specks on its robe of purity ; 

But a great mind gazeth on the sun, glorying in his bright- 
ness, 

And taking large knowledge of his good in the broad 
prairie of creation. 

What though he hatch basilisks ? what though spots are 
on the sun 1 

In fulness is his worth, in fulness be his praise." 





vni. 

SHALL only add a few words on 
two topics already touched : — 
First, The adaptation of the 
word to man, and its action on the soul. 
The Bible deals with the understanding. If 
it excite alarm, soothe into peace, thrill with 
joy, or rouse to action, it is on intelligible 
grounds. This is clearly adapted to our con- 
stitution. It comes to a man with intim** - 
tions so little to his liking, as to rouse, m .' 
most cases, if not in all, a resolute resist- 
ance. At first sight this may seem a want 
of adaptation ; but the matter must be con- 
fronted by the whole soul, in order to a 
thorough settlement At this stage a pre- 
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judiced understanding, a perverted will, and 
evil passions, are all arrayed against the gos- 
pel. A rejection seems inevitable ; but now 
conscience is fairly roused. It takes the side 
of Jehovah against the man, and echoes that 
part of the word that condemns him. The 
understanding becomes more clear— anger 
gives place to alarm — the will trembles on 
his throne ; fpr here is divine authority and 
divine displeasure. The whole soul awakes 
to realize its position and face its destiny. 
To the sinner thus roused, yet rebellious, 
the gospel is unfolded, and the same Sove- 
reign's authority is here, but blended now* 
with the tenderest mercy. He believes. 
The understanding sees in this gospel truth 
#>e will bend ; the conscience is pacified ; 
' whilst the heart melts into contrition and 
love. A revolution has been accomplished, 
and it is a holy one. 

Let us mark well what adaptations, what 
harmony emerging from discord, what blessed 
results, are here. 
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Secondly, The operations on the soul 
of a holy agent Many of the changes con- 
nected with the gospel experiment are so 
marked by suddenness, energy, and holy 
issues, and present contrasts and combina- 
tions so marvellous, especially in times of 
awakening to spiritual and eternal realities, 
as to indicate not merely the fitness and 
faithfulness of the chief instrument — the 
word — but also the presence of an Almighty 
Agent — the Spirit of God. That such 
changes could be effected by man is obvi- 
ously impossible ; and to imagine that re- 
sults so holy could proceed from an evil 
spirit is simply absurd. They cannot pos- 
sibly be from a good subordinate being, for 
the living agent seals with his approbation, 
by using it, the written word ; and that 
word, professing to be from God, declares 
that He, the invisible agent, is divine. 
The conclusion is clear — we have here 

THE WORD AND THE WORK OF GOD. 
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DB. DUFF ON BIBLE RESULTS. 

JFTER this little book was in the press, 
the author observed in the report of a 
speech by the Rev. Dr. Duff at Aber- 
deen several statements that coincided so exactly 
with some of the preceding pages, and were so 
admirably fitted to supplement and confirm the 
arguments adduced, that he ventured to request 
permission to insert them here. The venerable 
missionary readily and courteously consented, 
adding his own corrections. The value of his 
conclusions is enhanced by the fact that pro- 
bably no living man has at once made surveys 
so wide, both by reading and travel in Europe, 
Asia, America, and Africa, on the one hand; and 
conjoined with these, on the othai, &wX> *ae&L\«&- 
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sonal dealings with cases, so varied from the 
darkest heathen to the noblest types of Christian 
culture, as Dr. Alexander Duff. 

" How is it, and why is it, that the Bible is endowed 
with such obvious power and authority ? If we think 
of the sacred books of all the other nations of the earth 
—the books which they say their gods or inspired sages 
have given them— the sacred books of either China, 
India, or Arabia ; and if you ask what are the plain 
results produced by them,— what are the fruits of them 
in regard to the amelioration of human character, and 
renovation of human society, we turn round and we see 
that not only are they worthless, but worse than worth- 
less. They inculcate doctrines which appeal to the 
worst principles of the human heart, and outrage society 
by new vices and crimes. What a contrast to all this 
do we find in the Bible ! These mighty men of science 
and literature, as they call themselves,— apparently one 
of the chief objects now-a-days with them is to discover 
something, no matter however small, which they may 
exhibit as adverse to the Bible. This seems to be the 
pastime and delight of many who reckon themselves the 
wisest men on earth, though spiritually they are the 
greatest fools in creation. I am not afraid or ashamed 
to say so. That being the case, are we not virtually 
challenged to turn round and ask them,— What are you 
doing for the renovation of society ; what mission for 



APPENDIX. 51 

man's highest welfare did you ever send forth ? I would 
ask this question most solemnly of all our literary, scien- 
tific, and philosophic societies, Whom did you ever send 
forth, not for purposes of mere physical discovery or 
curious research, which after all are buoyed up so far 
with the stimulants of human applause, but on errands 
of pure philanthropy into strange and foreign lands? 
I know of no instance upon record. But what these 
have failed to do, we can turn upon them and say 
the Bible has in tens of thousands of instances suc- 
ceeded in doing during the last eighteen hundred years. 
And at this moment, including British and American 
missionaries, we have a whole regiment, or a regiment 
and a half— 1500 individuals, male and female, of re- 
fined and cultured minds— spread over the wildest regions 
of the earth, diffusing the knowledge of the Bible. This 
is a fact which we may hold up against all the savan 
societies on earth, and challenge them to meet it Why 
is it that the Bible does such things ? It is because, while 
the Bible seeks to promote the highest temporal welfare 
of man, its chief end is of a higher and more transcen- 
dental kind— a kind with which these learned men do 
not sympathize. It is this higher, nobler, diviner 
aim which has been found to have the impelling power in 
sending forth men and women of disinterested self-denial 
to promote the highest welfare of their fellow-men. It 
is the grand end which the Bible professes to have con- 
stantly in view— that of saving from sin^ ^ tfca \&r»jl- 
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nation and sacrificial death of the 8obq£ God, immortal 
souls, and raising them up to the freight of celestial 
blessedness,— it is this which has been found potent 
enough to separate hundreds and even thousands from 
their homes, which has led them to relinquish these and 
the society of their friends, with all their endearing fel- 
lowships and associations; ay, and send them forth 
into the heart of the wilderness and moral wastes of 
heathenism, and even jeopard their lives in the 
high placet of barbarism. And the strength of the 
spiritual motive thus derived is enhanced by the 
Bible assurance that the sovereign antidote here pro- 
vided, in his wisdom and beneficence, by God himself, 
for the woes and maladies of fallen humanity, is fraught 
with -peculiar power, ' the power of God,'— the power 
of a divine energy accompanying the proclamation of 
the revealed Bible message,— a power therefore fitted 
and designed by the Almighty Disposer of all influence 
to operate on the mind of man in all states and condi- 
tions of life with a far more imperial sway than any other 
known agency. But men will turn round upon me and 
say — 'This is what the Bible professes, but where is 
the evidence of such mighty power capable of pro- 
ducing such mighty changes V Allusion has been thready 
made by a previous speaker to the triumphs of the past, 
which I believe are as nothing to those thafrire to come, 
still we can appeal to the authentic records of all history 
for the last eighteen hundred years, and in toe flu* of 
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those auflienliq wcoribw* feel ourselves bound fearlessly 
to declare that' there is that in the marvellous tale of un- 
speakable tenderness and love which the Bible unfolds, 
in the solemnity of its sanctions, the vitalizing force of 
its motives, the terribleness of its threatenings, the 
alluring sweetness of its promises, the grandeur and 
magnificence of its proffered rewards, which in point of 
fact has been found in tens of thousands of instances 
potent enough to pierce into the darkest heathen intel- 
lect and arouse into action its slumbering faculties, to 
quicken them into spiritual vitality ; to melt into con- 
trition the most obdurate savage heart, and enchain its 
wild roving desires and restless impulses with a fas- 
cination more marvellous and more absolute far than 
fables yet have feigned or fear conceived. These are 
some of the manifested results, and the more we go into 
details the more shall we be assured of the truth and 
certainty of what has thus been achieved. But over- 
looking the large achievements of the last eighteen hun- 
dred years, and viewing only the progress of events «ow, 
we are warranted to challenge all men, learned and 
unlearned, to come and behold what is in the course of 
being achieved in <eomection with the marvellous work 
of redeeming love. Its intelligible message of pofee 
and kindfinen and good-will has already been carried 
by heralds *f salvation over the girdling zone of earth* 
Unrelaxed bp torrid heat, unbenumbed by arctic cold, 
it can point io the trophies of thfc Cfctt&'\£L *s**x^ Sfcs&fe* 
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It has, in point of fact, as a conqueror entered into the 
palaces of the mightiest monarchs, and raised to more 
than earthly royalty the tenants of the humble wigwam ; 
it has controlled the deliberation* of senates, and stilled - 
the uproar of tatooed warriors wielding the murdexxraii 
tomahawk ; it has tamed the marauding hordes of the 
wilderness, and, as I have* recently seen with my own 
eyes in Southern Africa, made hundreds and thousands 
throw aside the bones and the beads, the paint and the - 
feathers, which only tended to render nakedness the 
more hideous, and take to the garments befitting habits 
of decency and moral worth. It has, in thousands of 
instances, rendered the thievish honest and the lying 
truthful, the churlish liberal, and the extravagant 
frugal It has converted the heart of the unfeeling to 
kindness and good-will, and turned the discord of frantic 
revelry into the harmonies of sacred song. In different 
regions of earth it has successfully invaded the halls 
of science, and humbled proud philosophy into the 
docility of childhood. It has wrought its way into the 
caverns of debasing ignorance and illumined them with 
' the rays of celestial light. It has gone down into the 
dens of foulest infamy, and there reared altars of devo- 
tion in upright hearts and pure. It has mingled its 
voice with the ragings of the tempest, and hung the 
lamp of a glorious immortality over the sinking wreck. 
It has lighted on the gory battle-field, and poured the 
balm of consolation into the soul of the dying hero*. It 



• APPENDIX. 55 

has, on errands of mercy, visited the loathsome dun- 
geon, braved the famine, confronted the plague. It has 
wrenched the iron rod from the grasp of oppression, and 
dashed the fiery cup from the lips of intemperance. It 
has strewn flowers over the grave of old enmities, and 
woven garlands round the columns of the temple of peace. 
These, these are some of the mighty achievements which 
follow as a retinue of splendour in its train throughout 
the world even now ; and yet these are but the begin- 
nings of those still mightier achievements which it is 
destined to realize in those bright and glorious mani- 
festations which are to usher in the ' new heavens and 
the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.' 
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